LETTER LXV.

January i6th, 1787,

IN THE opinion of those who know that revolutions
effected by arms are not often those that overturn
States, it is truly a revolution in the Prussian mon-
archy to behold an example for the first time of a titled,
mistress, who is on the point of sequestrating the King,
of forming a distinct Court, of exciting cabals which
shall be communicated from the palace to the LEGIONS,
and of arranging affairs, favorites, administration, and
grants, after a manner absolutely unknown to these cold
and phlegmatic countries. The moment of the disgrace,
and the consequent elevation of Mademoiselle Voss ap-
proaches. Hence intrigues, sarcasms, opinions, and con-
jectures, or rather predictions. Amid this mass of
suppositions, true or false, the following is what I can
collect, which seems to have most probability. My
translation is according to the text of one of the former
friends of Mademoiselle Voss, to whom she has opened
her heart.

This new Joan of Arc, on whose head devotion would
invoke the nuptial benediction, has been persuaded that
it is her duty to renounce marriage, and sacrifice herself,
first to her country; in the second place, to her lover's
glory; and, finally, to her family's advantage. The
country, say her advisers, will gain a protectress, who
will remove covetous and perverse counselors; the glory
of the Monarch will not be tarnished by a double mar-
riage; and her family will not be exposed to the danger
of beholding her a momentary princess, and presently
afterward exiled to an old castle, with some trifling pen-
sion. They affirm favor will be the more rapturous
should rapture not be secured by the rites of Hymen,
and that the instant this favor commences she will rain
gold on her relations, with dignities and gratuities of
every kind. Religious motives have been added to
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